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TOGETHER,  
WE’RE DEFENDING  
SAN FRANCISCO BAY
A Message from Baykeeper’s  
Executive Director

Sejal Choksi-Chugh 
Baykeeper Executive Director

It’s been a year of constant threat for San Francisco Bay.

The oil industry is pushing to drastically increase the number of 
oil tankers on the Bay. We won a victory to ban coal exports—
and now a developer is challenging it, in a bid to transport 
millions of tons of toxic coal across the Bay. A federal agency’s 
poor dredging practices and a multinational corporation’s 
excessive sand mining are threatening the Bay’s wetlands. And 
the federal government continued its assault on clean water 
protections.

In times like these, San Francisco Bay especially needs 
passionate defenders like you. Because of your support for 
Baykeeper’s work, our scientists, lawyers, and policy advocates 
are on the front lines every day to protect the Bay. We’re 
winning stronger laws and holding polluters accountable. 
When the Bay faces a major threat, we dedicate the resources 
and expertise to make an impact. And we succeed, because 
you stand with us.

Together we are: preventing a disastrous oil spill; keeping coal 
pollution out of the Bay; compelling industrial polluters to stop 
their contamination; protecting the Bay from trash; fighting to 
restore the Bay’s wetlands; and refusing to let federal rollbacks 
harm the Bay.

Thank you for sharing Baykeeper’s commitment to protecting 
this beautiful Bay that we all cherish. 

Baykeeper Executive Director
Sejal Choksi-Chugh

FINDING AND  
STOPPING 
POLLUTERS
Baykeeper is the only 
organization patrolling 
San Francisco Bay for 
pollution. Here, we 
captured drone footage 
of an oil spill in the 
Oakland Estuary, and 
followed up to get the 
pollution stopped.
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STOPPING TOXIC INDUSTRIAL POLLUTERS
Baykeeper required 23 industrial facilities to 
clean up their illegal toxic contamination of 
the Bay.

PREVENTING COAL AND OIL EXPANSIONS
Baykeeper is blocking industry attempts to 
increase coal exports and double the number 
of oil tankers on the Bay.

KEEPING TRASH & SEWAGE OUT OF THE BAY
Baykeeper’s legal actions are requiring cities 
to stop high levels of trash and sewage from 
contaminating the Bay.



42%

31%

14%

13%

4 5

2018 FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS
JULY 1, 2017 – JUNE 30, 2018

Contributed Revenue
During 2017-18, Baykeeper received $847,914 in contributions from foundations, corporations, 
and individual donors. Your generosity enabled Baykeeper to defend San Francisco Bay from the 
biggest threats and hold polluters accountable. Thank you!

Legal Revenue
During 2017-18, Baykeeper recovered $859,114 in legal expenses. When we win a Clean Water Act 
lawsuit, the polluter may be required to reimburse a portion of our legal costs to bring the case 
and future costs to make sure the pollution is reduced. We invest these funds in new advocacy 
and legal work to protect San Francisco Bay.

Total Expenses
Baykeeper’s expenses for 2017-18 totaled $1,724,401. We directed $1,215,752 (71%) to programs to 
stop polluters and other threats to the Bay. We invested $345,242 (20%) in fundraising to build  
our capacity to protect San Francisco Bay. Administrative costs made up $163,407 (9%).

These figures are preliminary. Full audited statements will be available once completed at baykeeper.org.

INDIVIDUALS
CONTRIBUTED 
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FOUNDATIONS

CORPORATIONS

DONATED GOODS 
AND SERVICES

BUILDING A MORE RESILIENT  
SAN FRANCISCO BAY

Preparing the Bay 
for Sea Level Rise 
with ShoreView
Baykeeper photographed 
the Bay’s shoreline from 
our patrol boat to create 
ShoreView, an online Street 
View-style tool showing 
where rising tides will 
threaten the Bay with 
flooding and increased 
pollution. We’ll use ShoreView 
to help the Bay Area plan for 
protecting the Bay from toxic 
shoreline sites and future  
sea level rise. 

Standing Up  
for the Bay’s 
Wetlands
Wetlands are one of the 
Bay’s best defenses against 
storm surges and rising sea 
levels. But excessive sand 
mining and poor dredging 
practices rob wetlands of 
the sediment they need to 
survive. Baykeeper is fighting 
in court for more sustainable 
sand mining and improved 
dredging practices.

Preserving Vital 
Freshwater Flows 
to the Bay
The health of the Bay 
depends on fresh water from 
upstream rivers and the Delta, 
but too much of this fresh 
water is diverted for industrial 
agriculture and arid cities. 
Baykeeper is advocating for 
more fresh water to flow to 
the Bay—enough to restore 
decimated populations of 
native fish like salmon and 
allow diverse wildlife to thrive.
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SAN FRANCISCO BAYKEEPER SUPPORTERS

Gifts of $20,000 and Greater
Giles W. and Elise G. Mead Foundation
Keith Campbell Foundation for the 
Environment
Land-Sea Connection program of 
Resources Legacy Fund 
Levi Strauss & Co.
Sunshine Polka-Dot Foundation 
Susan McReynolds
Moore Family Foundation
Richard Grand Foundation
United Airlines
Wallace A. Gerbode Foundation

Gifts of $10,000-$19,999
Anonymous, in honor of Daragh 
Powers
10Fold Communications
Jerome and Thao Dodson
J.E.C. Foundation
Palmer Hill and Chad Irwin, in memory 
of Patricia Snook and Alexander Lind
Mellam Family Foundation
Sustainable Grant Making Partners 
Fund
Stephen M. Silberstein Foundation
Beverly Spector and Kenneth Lipson

Gifts of $5,000-$9,999
Atlas Obscura
Helen Berggruen and Hilary Rand
Clint Callan Jr. and Pen Callan
JINS Eyewear US
Katherine Katcher and Loren Lewallen
Keker, Van Nest & Peters LLP
Peter Molnar and Jess Parker
Pisces Foundation 
Obsidian Wine Co.
Sunski Sunglasses
The Mary Wohlford Foundation
Toyota
Wine & Spirits Magazine

Gifts of $2,500-$4,999
Accenture
Clear Creek Systems
Michael Herz
Zach Margolis
The Lee and Linda Meier Family 
Foundation 
Timothy Mullins
Bill Neukom
New Resource Bank
Benjamin Patton 

Helen and Thomas Merigan 
Charitable Trust
Jeff and Carrie Russell
Gary Wolff and Ruth Hartman

Gifts of $1,000-$2,499
Garrett Albright
Alcatraz Brewing
Leslie Andelin and Barbara Iungano
Doug Andelin
Shelagh and Bob Brodersen
Barbera Brooks
Sejal Choksi-Chugh and Jay Chugh
Cappy Coates and Veronica Selver
Bonnie Cox
Matt Davenport
The Deméré Family
Edward Dua, in honor of Peter Molnar
East Bay Municipal Utility District
Tim Eichenberg
Episcopal Diocese of California
Arthur Evans
Michael Hecker and Joleen MacKay
Eliet Henderson and Joshua Eveleth
Lorraine Honig
David and Tracey Jedrzejek

The following supporters made gifts to Baykeeper between  
July 1, 2017 and June 30, 2018. Thank you for your generosity  
and investment in a healthy San Francisco Bay.

LOVE FOR THE BAY RUNS IN THE FAMILY
Baykeeper Board Chair Peter Molnar on why his family  
supports Baykeeper

“Our family’s work and life are intertwined with 
San Francisco Bay,” says Peter Molnar. An avid 
Bay sailor and swimmer, he’s also the manager 
of his family-owned Poseidon Vineyard, which 
borders the Napa wetlands that generate the 
fog key to the fruit behind the wine’s quality. 
Peter’s wife, Jess Parker, founded 510-Waterline, 
where she teaches paddle boarding and yoga 
on the Bay. 

“The Bay is the center of our life here. We want 
clean and safe water for recreation and for 
our kids be able to enjoy the Bay,” he says. 

“Baykeeper’s scientific, legal, and on-the-water 
presence are key tools in making sure the Bay is 
protected and resilient.” 

Peter has supported Baykeeper for many 
years. He’s been a dedicated volunteer since 
becoming a research intern and then volunteer 

skipper 23 years ago. He still takes the helm of 
the Baykeeper boat on regular pollution patrols. 
Peter has served on the Baykeeper Board of 
Directors since 2011, and as the Board Chair 
since 2016. He founded the annual Bay Parade, 
our on-the-water celebration of a thriving Bay. 
And his family created the Golden Rivet trophy 
to honor swimmers and Baykeeper supporters. 
Peter and his vineyard partners also produce 
the annual Rosé for the Bay, a fine Pinot Noir 
rosé to benefit Baykeeper.

“My family and I support Baykeeper because 
it’s an exceptionally effective and focused 
organization,” says Peter. “We’re proud to 
partner with Baykeeper and have a lasting 
impact on San Francisco Bay.”

Above, Peter Molnar and Jess Parker with son 
Gabriel (left) and daughter Eszter (right).
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Baykeeper Staff
Sejal Choksi-Chugh , J.D., Executive 
Director & Baykeeper
Erica Maharg , J.D., Managing 
Attorney
Ben Eichenberg , J.D., Staff Attorney
Nicole Sasaki , J.D., Staff Attorney
Ian Wren, Staff Scientist
Sienna Courter, Field Investigator
Jeremy Nelson, Finance and 
Administration Director
Eliet Henderson, Development 
Director
Judy MacLean, Staff Writer
Fiona Baker, Communications 
Associate
Léa Pfeffer, Development Associate

Board of Directors 
Peter Molnar, Chair
Diane Livia, Vice Chair 
Benjamin Patton, Treasurer
Jovita Pajarillo, Secretary
Tim Eichenberg, J.D.
Peter Hellwig 
Palmer Hill 
David Jedrzejek, J.D.
Tyler Meade, J.D.

Advisory Board
Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., J.D.
Michael Herz, Ph.D.
Terry Tamminen 
Reverend Marc Andrus
Sheila Andrus
Vito Bialla
Dan Burkhart
Brian Drue
Ben Horenstein
Terrel Hutton 
Jeff Jacobs

Paul Kibel, J.D.
Caroline Koch, J.D.
James A. Kuhns
Michael Lozeau, J.D.
Nancy Marvel, J.D.
Doug McConnell
Peter Meredith
Jeff Russell, J.D.
Deb Self
Kent Smith
Sandra Stewart
Christina Swanson, Ph.D.
Diane Walton
Gary Hartman Wolff

Volunteer Skippers
Robert Fairbank, Head Skipper
Ray Durkee
Peter Molnar
Robert Philkill 
Geoff Potter
Heather Richard
Adam Simmonds
Jeff Wasserman
Bob Wertz

True Blue Leadership 
Circle
Kimberley Chambers
Susan Cleveland-Knowles, J.D. 
Connie Collier
Anna Fairbank
Gary Groff
Barbara Iungano
Vijaya Nagarajan 
Scott Reising 
Peter Ross
Beth Hershenhart, Advisor

Report Photography
 
Cover: Boat: Robb Most

Page 1: Drone: Autonomous 
Imagery

Page 2-3: Map Data: Google, 
Image Landsat / Copernicus, SIO, 
NOAA, U.S. Navy, NGA, GEBCO, 
LDEO-Columbia, NSF, NOAA

Page 4: Refinery: Robb Most

Page 6: Molnars: Frank Graham

Page 7: Waving supporters:  
Robb Most

Page 8-9: Fisherman: Hudson 
Henry; Boat: Robb Most; Kim 
Chambers jumping: Robert 
McKinney; Blue wig paddler: 
Roger Cunningham; Salt ponds 
drone: Autonomous Imagery

Back cover: Baby stilt: Ingrid 
Taylor, Flickr/CC

Report Design

SAN FRANCISCO BAYKEEPER TEAM

Gifts of $1,000-$2,499 
Continued 
Wendy and Seth Katzman
Kari Kirk
Michael Kobori and Sachiko Nagai-
Kobori
John Kosich
Albert Kumar
Lozeau Drury LLP
Loretta de Guzman and Michael 
Lozeau
Joseph Marenda
Faye E. Massey, in honor of Sienna 
Courter
Michael McCulloch and Chris Kafentzis
Tyler Meade
Kelly Moran and Mark Eliot
Timi and Robb Most
Thomas and Susan Newmeyer
Nopa
John O’Donnell
Ann and Michael Parker
Amy Quirk and Mike Lehmann
Angela Rando
Mark Reedy
Julie and Christopher Ridley
JoAnna Robertson
Heyward Robinson and Joanna 
Mountain
San Francisco Bar Pilots
Susan Schwartz
Jon Sebastiani
Shartsis Friese LLP, in honor of Paul 
Feasby
Shute, Mihaly & Weinberger

Sports Basement
Mariposa Fund
Matthew Stromberg and Yalda 
Modabber
Christina Swanson
Swim Across America
Thinkshift Communications
Julie Harris and Jeff Wasserman
Bob and Tina Wertz
Halsted Wheeler
Edward Wood-Prince, in memory of 
Enzo Wood-Prince
Zalec Familian & Lilian Levinson 
Foundation

Gifts of $500-$999
Mary Allen
Americano Restaurant & Bar
Elaine Baskin and Ken Krechmer
Jack and JoAnn Bertges
Bill Burke
Wiltse Carpenter
Kai Conragan and Julie Brookman
Alan Crockett
Andrea Dooley
Dorothy C. Wertz Trust
Brian Drue, in honor of the Baykeeper 
Team
Jim DuPont and Patricia Lamborn
Catherine Egelhoff and Randall Block
Lesley C. Ewing
Pauline Farmer-Koppenol
Paul Feasby
Adrienne Foley
David Friedman and Paulette Meyer

Janet Frost
Alison C. Fuller
Linda Gass
Sallie Griffith
Gary Groff
Scott and Elizabeth Haskins
Eric Hoover
Tom Hicks and Terrel Hutton
Margaret Keenan and Dave Ufferfilge
Hal and Leslie Kruth
James and Linda Kuhns
Kevin Lingerfelt and Sam Tepperman-
Gelfant
Gordy and Lynn MacDermott
Edmond and Margaret Missiaen
Ingrid Nelson and John Schreiner, in 
honor of Peter Molnar
Kristina and Owen O’Donnell
Diane Portnoy
Jennifer Rounds
Kirsten and Andrew Scott
Albert and Alex Shen
Clodagh and Kent Smith
Sher-Right Fund
Sandra Stewart
Randall and Cherri Tom
Michael Weinstein and Geoff Teeter
Greg Yeadon
Terry and Douglas Young
Zamil Family

To see a complete list of Baykeeper 
supporters, please visit  
baykeeper.org.

SAN FRANCISCO BAYKEEPER SUPPORTERS

Printed on 100%  
post-consumer-waste 
recycled paper.

www.thecollectivespark.com

South Bay salt ponds
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